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It’s all about perspective
By Joseph White 
Assume there’s a line of telephone poles, 50 yards apart, in a perfectly straight line. If the viewer is behind one pole in the middle of the line and looking down the line with his eyes within six inches of the pole, he will see none of the other poles.
That’s because the pole he is standing behind will block all the others from his view and he will see none of the poles behind him. He will also see only a small part of that pole he is behind, perhaps six inches above and below the level of his eyes. 
Now, suppose he moves straight to the side, maybe 50 yards, and again looks down the line of poles to the right and to the left. Each pole will appear to be progressively shorter and smaller the farther down the line he looks. The poles will also look to be progressively closer together. Yet the poles are all the same size and height and all the same distance apart. How they each appear to the viewer depends on the point of view.
This is perspective from the standpoint of an art student. 
My dictionary gives additional definitions of perspective as, “One’s ‘point of view,’ the choice of a context for opinions, beliefs and experiences,” and, “Point of view [in] literature: the related experience of the narrator.”
Writing a passage in a novel or short story from a certain character’s point of view means writing things the way he sees them with no other help than from his own senses, knowledge, and life’s experiences.
For the next few months many hours of TV air time will be devoted to people arguing with each other, and sometimes shouting, about politics. How could two, three, or four people, all presumably intelligent, all have different opinions about the same set of “facts?”
An old Indian legend about the blind men and the elephant comes to mind: One man had his hand on the elephant’s side and said an elephant is like a wall, another had his hand on the elephant’s tail and said an elephant is like a rope, another had his hand on the elephant’s leg and said an elephant is like a tree. Each blind man described the elephant as he perceived it.
Most of us are “blind” in one way or another. One who wants with all his heart to believe in something is likely to dismiss any arguments to the contrary as lies or unimportant trivia. He is “blind” in that respect.
Some of us seem to believe that President Obama is the equivalent of the Messiah or the second coming of Christ, and that he will turn the U.S. into a veritable Garden of Eden. They consider the certificate displayed on the Internet as iron-clad proof of his birth in Hawaii. Others think he is an alien born in Kenya whose meteoric political career has been promoted and financed by forces that want to turn the United States into a socialist state, or want to establish Muslim rule throughout the world. They point out that the certificate of birth is not signed, that the identification number has been blacked out, and that “Not valid if altered” appears on the document. We tend to believe what we want to believe.
Both are extreme views and the truth probably is somewhere between. Most of us have opinions that lean toward one extreme or the other, but not all the way. But many do worry that we may be on a slippery slope leading to national bankruptcy.
Joseph White is a resident of Maddox Court in Fort Mill.




